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Price $195. 
This textbook is a multi author American volume with 
Contributions by almost 40 authors, most of whom 
are radiologists and many of whom are well known 
authorities in their field. 
Over two thirds of the volume is devoted to pul- 
monary imaging with a variety of topical chapters 
including imaging in both the immuno-compromised 
patient in general and the AIDS patient in particular. 
Sections on imaging of bronchial carcinoma nd meta- 
static disease in the chest are thorough with important 
differential diagnostic pathways well outlined. The 
topics of chest trauma and thoracic surgical com- 
plications are well covered and are comprehensive. 
Intra-pulmonary disease processes are well reviewed 
and all major intra-pulmonary pathologies are covered 
in a variety of chapters. 
The section on thoracic interventional procedures 
is particularly practical, giving precise accounts of 
procedures including transthoracic needle biopsy, 
thoracic drainage procedures and parenchymal drain- 
age procedures. A chapter on imaging of the pul- 
monary circulation is presented in an interesting way 
with the different imaging modalities being used as a 
framework for assessing the vascularity in different 
conditions, most particularly pulmonary embolism. 
There is also a useful technical chapter on digital 
imaging of the chest. 
The cardiac section of the section is contained within 
175 pages but in spite in the conciseness of this section 
it is remarkable how thorough the book has been. 
Some topics are covered in a rather limited way, e.g. 
the intravascular coronary ultrasound section is very 
short, but still outlines the main aspects of the tech- 
nique. Pericardial imaging is well covered and there 
is a useful section on adult congenital heart disease 
which is becoming of increasingly topical interest. The 
aorta is covered within the cardiac section and there 
are good guidelines on imaging of this structure, par- 
ticularly in the case of trauma and dissection. Inter- 
ventional techniques in cardiac diagnosis are also 
covered with angioscopy, angioplasty, laser, ather- 
omatectomy and of course stenting all being reviewed. 
The final chapter outlines a series of advances in 
cardiac imaging, pointing the way towards the future. 
The overall impression is of a remarkably com- 
prehensive book, perhaps a little short on detail in 
some areas but immensely valuable as a reference, 
particularly in the section of pulmonary imaging. I 
suspect hat it is less strong in the field of cardiac 
imaging. Although this is quite a comprehensive ol- 
ume on the subject of pulmonary imaging, in par- 
ticular, it is doubtful that this will be of more than 
passing interest as a reference text for those involved 
in vascular or endovascular surgery. Certainly the 
cardiac section will not be of direct relevance as it is 
relatively limited and does not have a particular sur- 
gical emphasis. The book is a useful reference text but 
I think would be better suited to a radiological library 
than a surgical ibrary. 
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